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Programme

A Diaporama of Liquid States (duration: 8’) 
for flute, clarinet, harp, viola & ‘cello. 
VIRGINIE LESAFFRE

A Diaporama of Liquid States compiles a collection of 
instantaneous static and transitional states. Each moment 
springs from an original gesture of expansion/contraction 
whose contours have been designed by the mapping of waves’ 
profiles.

The word diaporama refers to the now obsolete slide-projector 
that used to project pictures stored on “diapositives”, small 
photographic slides on which the image was printed positively 
(as opposed to negative film). The slides were usually sited one 
behind the other on a slide-holder rack, and the apparatus 
would swap one slide for the next thanks to a typically very 
noisy mechanism. According to Wikipedia, the slide-shows 
commonly “consisted of slides snapped during vacations and at 
family events”, around which “family members and friends 
would gather”. 

Taqsim (duration: 11’)  
for flute, clarinet, harp, viola & ‘cello. 
AGGELOS MASTRANTONIS

“We have passed the borders, yet we are still here.” 
T. Angelopoulos, The Suspended Step of the Stork.

Magic Cube (duration: 8’) 
for flute, clarinet, viola & ‘cello. 
ARMANDO LOBO

Magic Cube is a ‘music game’ inspired by the famous 
homonymous toy. This piece is a ludic example of the 
composer’s esthetic and conceptual investigation on the nature 
of ritual and play in culture, with a focus on musical structures.

Saxophone Solo (duration: 15’) 
Christian Ferlaino – saxophone 
CHRISTIAN FERLAINO

The saxophone solo is a study on grammar, syntax and 
vocabulary of south Italian folk music. The solo can be depicted 
as a perpetual reinvention and re-aggregation of stereotyped 
elements; the music is generated through improvised 
combination of small elements which are repeated and 
transformed in a continuous process of variation. 

INTERVAL (20’)

“Nazlı Gizem” and The Red Note (duration: 11’) 
for piccolo/flute, clarinet/bass clarinet, harp, viola & ‘cello. 
ARVIN PAPELLI

“Can you hear them? The flap of a butterfly. 
The unfolding wing of a resting wren. 
The sigh of an exhausted garden-ghost. 
A poem trapped in an empty fountain pen.” 
– Douglas Dunn

“Nazlı Gizem” is a Turkish name, literally translated  
to “Sweet Mystery”.



Everyday (duration: 7’) 
for flute, clarinet, harp, viola & ‘cello. 
KYLE BERRY

“Well, here we are, Mr. Pilgrim, trapped in the amber  
of this moment. There is no why.”

– Slaughterhouse-Five, or The Children’s Crusade:  
A Duty-dance with Death (1969) Kurt Vonnegut 

The moments represented by three movements within this 
quintet are a smattering of some of my fondest memories  
since the beginning of this year. 

Mvt. 1: Blush 
Mvt. 2: Night Walk 
Mvt. 3: Anticipation

Mineralanimal (duration: 8’) 
for flute, clarinet, harp, viola & ‘cello 
MISHA DOUMNOV

The unknown and ambiguous can be menacing and turbulent. It can also be 
scintillating,  or it can make us laugh. In any case, we’re not quite sure what it  
represents, and if we can  hold back from attaching a meaning to it, we can find

a deeper sensation – the poetics of abstract painting or the meaningless beauty of 
natural phenomena…  “Mineralanimal” is  as ambiguous and slightly absurd as its 
title; seeking  not to compare the unknown to where we have already been on our 
journeys.

Red Note Ensemble
Red Note Ensemble is Scotland’s contemporary music ensemble, dedicated to 
developing and performing contemporary music to the highest standards, and taking 
new music out to audiences around and beyond Scotland. It is the Associate 
Contemporary Ensemble at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow, and an 
Associate Company of the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh. Red Note was founded in 2008 
by Scottish cellist Robert Irvine, and is directed by John Harris (Chief Executive and 
Artistic Co-Director) and Robert Irvine (Artistic  
Co-Director).

The ensemble is led by violinist Jacqueline Shave. Red Note performs the established 
classics of contemporary music; commissions new music; develops the work of new 
and emerging composers from around the world; and finds new spaces and new ways 
of performing contemporary music to attract new audiences. Red Note’s work in 2016 
includes a Reels to Ragas tour of the Highlands and Islands with Indian tabla player 
Kuljit Bhamra,The 306: Dawn with the National Theatre of Scotland, a new string 
quartet for invented instruments by Francois Sarhan, and a large-scale co-production 
and tour of Europe with Antwerp-based wind ensemble I Solisti.
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KYLE BERRYis from the grand strand of South Carolina in 
the United States. He attended the University of South Carolina 
as an undergraduate where he earned a B.M. in Music Education 
as well as a Performance Certificate in Vocal Music. He currently 
performs as a member of the University of Edinburgh Chamber 
Choir and as a Choral Scholar for Old Saint Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. Kyle is currently working on a song cycle and a Missa 
brevis.

MISHA DOUMNOV  is a  composer, music educator,  
and band frontman, currently tutoring Composition at the ECA 
where he is also undertaking a Composition PhD.

Misha was born and raised in the former USSR where he first 
attended music school and took up the violin. Between 1999-
2011 he worked as a film composer and violin teacher in 
Melbourne.  He’d also become deeply involved in performing  
folk musics  of the Roma, Klezmer music, as well as  Russian 
“Chanson” and various forms of Rap. Moved to Edinburgh in 
2011 to complete a Composition Masters and later, to start a PhD  
at ECA whilst also releasing records and  touring Europe  as a 
singer/songwriter with Bobok band.

CHRISTIAN FERLAINO is an Italian-born 
saxophonist, improviser, composer and Creative Music Practice 
PhD student at the University of Edinburgh. His research aims 
to develop a language for improvised music which is informed 
by the grammar and vocabulary of Calabrian folk music in 
Southern Italy.

VIRGINIE LESAFFRE came to study composition at 
the University of Edinburgh in 2015 after completing studies in 
musicological research at the University La Sorbonne in Paris. 
Her topics of interest include linguistics, sonic narrativity, 
audio-visual and textual relationships, and the general history of 
human traditions. With a classical education in western 
instrumental music and a personal taste for electroacoustic 
music and digital technologies, her recent and developing works 
are concerned with the creative processes and the conventional 
practices that emerge from each approach.

ARMANDO LÔBO  is a Brazilian composer and poet, 
who develops varied musical genres and styles, making use of 
experimental hues in an intense symbiosis with literature, 
history, philosophy and religion. Lôbo has released four albums 
– Alegria dos Homens, Vulgar&Sublime, Frevo Diabo and 
Técnicas Modernas do Êxtase – all of which received top ratings 
from the specialized media in Brazil.

Awarded with the main Brazilian music prizes for both his 
contemporary classical and popular music work. From 2008 to 
2014, he lectured Composition and Counterpoint at the Brazilian 
Conservatory of Music. He is currently pursuing a PhD at the 
University of Edinburgh.

AGGELOS MASTRANTONIS  (b. Athens, 1990) is a 
musician. Currently an ECA postgraduate student.

ARVIN PAPELLI . I am a traveller, interested in Primitive 
Arts, Gypsy music and Art of Shaman. I was born in the district 
of Mount Damavand and now reside by the River Tay to study 
composition with Peter Nelson.

Having lived a nomadic life for the past decade, I have aimed to 
follow a sound, which could be global and not bound to borders; 
it could fly and not be stuck into structures. At the moment, I am 
studying Scottish folk literature and music, with a focus on 
writing for Highland bagpipe. My ongoing project involves 
music, illustrations, choreography and theatre to introduce a 
multi-universe called “Musica Musicalia”.
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